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• What do we know 
about the SDGs in US 
cities?

• What are the biggest 
challenges to achieving 
the SDGs in US cities?

• What are some ways to 
take action on these 
ideas?



Sustainable 
Development Solutions 
Network

Operates since 2012 under auspices of UN 
Secretary-General to support implementation 
of SDGs and Paris Climate Agreement

1. Policy analysis (SDG data, 
pathways, mapping)

2. Global network of 
knowledge institutions

3. SDG Academy
https://sdgacademy.org/ 
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Common Methodology 

Audited by the European Commission Joint Research Centre (JRC) 
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Cities Index

Global IndexState Index
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1. Denmark 
2. Sweden
3. Finland
4. France

The US ranks 35th in the world on SDGs
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…
35. United States



State SDG Index Overall Results 
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Most progress

Least progress

State Index 2018 
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State SDG Index Overall Results 



City SDG Index Map of MSAs by Index Score, 2019 
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City Dashboard 2019
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2019 US Cities Index: Key Findings

● None of the 105 US cities analyzed have an overall 

‘good performance’ on the SDGs

● Pernicious inequalities exist and improvements 

needed on sustainable transit, rent affordability, 

and energy transition

● Improved data required - most urgently on 

maternal mortality rates

● EU cities generally outperform US cities
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Which types of cities do best?
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Which types of cities do best?

Graph of 

2019 Index Score 

and 

Life Expectancy



16

Worst Performing 

Indicators
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Worst Performing City Indicators
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Ideas 

Action

for

1. Use the SDGs as a 

lens for incorporating 

systems thinking into 

city-level projects 
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International 

Comparison 



Gender Wage Gap
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Provo, UT
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UT

Baton 
Rouge, LA Lancaster, 

PA
Sunnyvale, 
CA
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60%

40%

20%
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Incarceration Rate

64 cities have an 

incarceration rate 

higher than any 

other country in the 

world (excluding the 

US).

Worst performing cities and countries

Cities

Countries
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City-level Representation
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City-level Representation



24

Ideas 

Action

for

2. Engage 

communities, support 

leadership of those 

most impacted
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Leave No One 

Behind



Leave No One Behind 
Sub-Index Indicators
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In 14 cities 

more than 60% 

of black people 

would need to 

be welcomed in 

a different 

census tract to 

desegregate the 

city

Image from Dustin Cable at 

University of Virginia
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Low-Income Energy Burden
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Ideas 

Action

for

3. Proactively 

address injustice, 

move towards repair 
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Data Gaps
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Drinking water data
• Not enough contaminants 

measured, and not measured 
at appropriate level

• Not measured often enough, 
or widely enough

• When it is measured it’s often 
not reported

• When it is reported, there’s 
often no enforcement
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Ideas 

Action

for
4. Create 

accountability 

measures



Voluntary Local 
Reviews
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Local-level decision making



Contact

Alainna Lynch

alainna.lynch@unsdsn.org

Find the report at: 
www.sustainabledevelopment.report
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